
REGISTRATION TIP SHEET 

It’s registration season and the perfect time for you to be having more conversation with your child about 
their plans for future education and employment and how their high school course selection and progress 
aligns with that.  It is important, especially for younger students, to keep as many college and career 
options open as possible.  All registration materials and power points are within a guidance course on 
your child’s Canvas dashboard and on the SHS counseling websit.  We strongly suggest that you sit with 
your child to view the power points with them and to assist in choosing coursework. 

Our counseling team is here to help and is ready to partner with you should you and your child require 
assistance in planning.  We value this time as it helps us get to know your child and to build the relationship 
that will help us best advise your family.  We encourage students to take what they learn during power 
points, formulate plans, and to make appointments with us using the Microsoft booking tool within their 
Canvas course or on the SHS counseling website https://www.sno.wednet.edu/Page/1556   as needed.  
We understand that this can be both an exciting and stressful time. Please do be patient in awaiting replies 
to emails and phone calls.  Know that counselors can adjust course selections as these appointments 
occur.   

Students are assigned to counselors by student last name: 

A-Da Sheri Adams Sheri.Adams@sno.wednet.edu 360.563.4051 
De-Hoi Madison Tetzlaff Madison.Tetzlaff@sno.wednet.edu 360.563.4055 
Hoj-Mc Joelle Ediger Joelle.Ediger@sno.wednet.edu 360.563.4052 
Me-Sa Tiffany Coleman Tiffany.Coleman@sno.wednet.edu 360.563.4053 
Sc-Z Ken Hansen Ken.Hansen@sno.wednet.edu 360.563.4054 

 

Students with IEPs:  If your student has an IEP, a case manager is or will be assigned at Snohomish High 
School.  All students go through the same registration process and have the same materials and Canvas 
course available to them.   

Once students have gone through the registration process, the counseling department will ensure that 
case managers receive a copy of the courses for which students have registered.  Students who need 
assistance during this process will reach out to their current case managers.  The case manager will work 
with families and with the high school counselor to ensure that registration choices are adjusted based 
on the student’s individual needs.   

Credit Requirements, High School and Beyond Plan (HSBP) and Graduation Pathway:  Please 
read information in the online course catalog for much more detail on individual courses and review 
sample course plans for meeting graduation requirements.  When registering, it is important to keep long-
range goals in mind, whether it is four-year college, two-year college, tech school and apprenticeship 
admissions or whether it is military enlistment or straight to employment.  Students will work with 
counselors on choosing the pathway option that best fits their HSBP.  Students are expected to use the 
Career Planner program, sign in available through HelloID and within the Canvas course modules to 
research and connect their interests to careers and educational programs.  We encourage you to sign onto 
the program with your child and help them do some exploration. 



Guidance counselors closely monitor graduation requirements and are happy to help in long-range 
planning as requested.  A note on Skyward:  while it may show an accurate over-all credit count towards 
graduation, it may not be correct in where the credits are applied.  However, your counselor is tracking 
them personally, and your child will be advised if they are not making choices that fulfill specific 
requirement areas and if they are not completing requirements for their High School and Beyond Plan. 

Honors and AP courses:  We encourage students to both challenge themselves and to choose Honors 
and AP options wisely.  At the high school level, these courses are self-selected; students may choose to 
enroll in as many of these courses as they wish.  Please do be mindful that these courses are at a higher 
level of rigor and require more self-directed study outside of the school day than standard courses.  It is 
important to balance the academic commitment these courses require with other commitments students 
have.  Students are encouraged to speak to their current teachers in applicable subject areas and to seek 
out information regarding syllabi and summer assignments in order to make informed decisions as to 
course load.  

Once student Start Up begins in August, it is very difficult to make changes to student choices at that time; 
be sure to contact counselors prior to the end of the registration school year to make adjustments on AP 
course loads. 

Math courses:  We rely heavily on our district math teachers to suggest appropriate math courses for 
students.  Centennial Middle School teachers will make recommendations for current 9th graders.  Our 
SHS teachers will make recommendations for current 9th and 10th graders.  Those recommendations will 
be loaded into the system prior to registration; students and families will be able to see the math course 
that has been chosen when they go in to register for other classes.  If you have questions about why the 
particular course has been chosen, please make sure to contact the current math teacher.  If you wish to 
make changes after you have discussed it with the teacher, please contact the high school guidance 
counselor. 

High school math teachers will work with current juniors and counselors to suggest appropriate courses 
at the high school level.  If you have concerns about what is being suggested, please contact their current 
teacher and have your student discuss options with the high school counselor. 

Choosing a Science course: As with math, please enlist the help of your child’s current science teacher. 
Three years of science are required for graduation, two of which must be lab sciences.  It is very strongly 
suggested that students complete one year of life science, one year of physical science, and a third year 
that aligns with their specific High School and Beyond Plan.   

Students planning on four-year college admissions must choose at least one credit of Algebra-Based 
science; qualifying courses are labeled Algebra-based in the course descriptions.  It is recommended that 
students are mindful of academic load and preparation and take this requirement in an appropriate spot 
for them.   

Current 8th graders will choose a version of Biology.  Those students who are advanced in mathematics 
(completing Geometry or higher as an 8th grader) may choose to enroll in College Prep Chemistry.  All 
requests for College Prep Chemistry will be reviewed prior to students being enrolled in the course. 

 
  



Four-Year College or University Suggested Science Sequences  

  Standard College Prep Agricultural Pathway Partially Accelerated Accelerated 

9th Biology  
Animal Biology or 

Plant Biology Biology 
College Prep 

Chemistry 

10th 
Chemistry of Earth 

Systems 

Advanced Animal or 
Advanced Plant 

Biology 
College Prep 

Chemistry 
AP Chemistry or AP 

Biology 

11th 

Physics of the 
Universe or College 

Prep Chemistry 

Physics of the Universe 
or College Prep 

Chemistry 
AP Science or other 

science  
AP Science or other 

science 

12th 
elective science 

(suggested) 

Agroecology and 
Sustainability 
(suggested) 

elective science 
(suggested) 

elective science 
(suggested) 

 

Choosing World Language:  For graduation purposes, two credits of World Language is a requirement 
for students whose plan is to enroll in a 4-year college directly out of high school.  It is recommended that 
students work on keeping that option open by making a plan that includes taking at least two years of 
World Language at some point during high school, especially if they would benefit by having second 
language experience in their career field.  If student’s do not have a HSBP that includes 4-year admissions 
directly out of high school, they may choose to replace these world language credits with coursework that 
is related to their High School and Beyond Plan as part of the Personal Pathway Requirement (PPR).  

Deciding when to take World Language is a matter of over-all course load and student academic readiness.  
World Languages are academic courses that require preparation and study outside of the school day just 
as any other academic course, and it is important that students are ready for the rigor and challenge of 
the course. 

The district offers World Language proficiency testing in many different languages.  Students who have 
the benefit of being bi-lingual may take an exam to earn up to four World Language credits without having 
to take high school courses by scoring high enough on these exams.  Please have your child see their 
current counselor for information on how to sign up for the test. 

Dual Requirement Opportunities -Two for one (CTE course equivalencies):  Many of our courses contain 
content that allow students to check off more than one graduation requirement at a time.  This is 
especially useful for students who have an academic plan that is filled with special interest areas or who 
plan to take core courses above the minimum for graduation or 4-year college entrance.   

In general, students are encouraged to choose CTE coursework that fits their High School and Beyond 
Plan, giving them a chance to learn job and career-related skills.  Students whose HSBP involves tech 
school, apprenticeship, or immediate employment are encouraged to take at least two credits of CTE in a 
specific CTE Pathway: 

Dual Credit Opportunities:  Many of our courses offer the opportunity for students to earn college credit 
while still in high school through AP test score placement, and the College in the High School, CTE Dual 
Credit, and Running Start programs.  These courses are listed on the noted pages of the online course 
catalog.  Students are encouraged to take advantage of these programs as many colleges, technical 



schools, training programs, and military branches accept these credits for transfer or advanced program 
placement. 

Please review the online course catalog and consider attending our Dual Credit information night for more 
detailed information.  You will receive a school messenger reminder for date and time of this event. 

Specialized Programs:   Students who wish to participate in programs (Music, Leadership, DECA, JROTC, 
etc.) for multiple years are encouraged to follow the Specialized Focus sample plan and to work with their 
counselor to ensure that all graduation requirements, HSBP and Pathway requirements are being met. 

Course Descriptions and Scheduling Process:  Please read the description of each course, both for first 
choices and for alternates, paying particular attention to pre-requisite requirements.  It is quite possible 
that alternates will become part of a student’s final schedule.  It is not uncommon for students to have 
conflicts which prevent them from getting first choices, and counselors use the alternate course choices 
to complete student schedules. 

Not all courses in the online course catalog will be part of the final course offerings.  Final course offerings 
are based upon a variety of factors including number of students requesting a course and teacher 
certification and availability.  Once students make their initial requests, principals review and decide which 
courses will be offered and how many times a day each course will be offered.  The course master is then 
built, attempting to get as many students into their first choices from offered courses as possible.  For 
graduation purposes, seniors will have priority and then underclassmen as seniors are working on 
finalizing graduation requirements.   

It is also possible that students may wind up changing year-long course teachers at semester.  This can 
happen for a variety of reasons, the most common of which is because a student has semester-long 
courses as part of their schedule.  It is unusual for two semester-long courses to align, and as such, the 2nd 
semester of a year-long course will be moved to accommodate the semester-long course.   

Schedule Change Process:  Please have your student sign up at the appropriate time to request schedule 
changes.  Counselors invite parent input, but it is important for them to work directly with students as 
students will be expected to make immediate decisions.  More importantly, counselors use these simple 
interactions as a way to build a relationship with your child, getting to know them; it is their individual 
relationship with your child that allows them to best serve and advise your child through high school and 
in their High School and Beyond planning. 

If students have registered for courses and change their mind prior to the end of the year, please have 
them contact their counselor immediately.  If the request happens before the end of the registration year, 
it is more likely that the request can be honored.   

Once a school year starts, students will have the first three days of the semester to request a schedule 
change.  Changes may be honored if they follow a student’s High School and Beyond Plan and if they do 
not cause courses to become overloaded. 


